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Thank you once again for allowing me to speak to the Committee on the draft budget on 24
October. I promised that I would write to you with answers on a couple of points.

Alex Fergusson: ...1have another brief question. I know that, under the Marine (Scotland)
Act 2010, the stated aim is to increase shellfish output by, I think, 100 per cent. I must
confess to a slight constituency interest here, because I believe that the banks of the Solway
have great potential in helping to achieve that target. That sector of aquaculture possibly has
slightly fewer environmental difficulties to overcome if it is to achieve that target. Is the
Government still aiming for that target? To what extent is that taken into account in the
current budget?

The Scottish Government supports the industry's own targets for sustainable growth of
finfish by 50% and shellfish by 100% by 2020. To this end, Marine Scotland Key outcomes
for 2012-2013 include developing a policy and legislative framework which enables the
sectors to grow in support of these draft National Marine Plan targets.

I chaired a meeting of the Ministerial Group on Aquaculture recently (31 October) comprising
industry and key Aquaculture stakeholders at which there was general agreement on
proposals to refocus the Group towards achieving the 2020 targets. This includes a shellfish
group that will create conditions for delivery of the shellfish 100% growth targets as well as
providing a forum to discuss but also deliver against industry specific challenges and
regulatory bottlenecks. Scottish Government also continues to support growth of the sector
through the European Fisheries Fund (EFF).
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The Convener: On the subject of income, will the minister reflect on the possible sale of
allowances under the European Union emission trading scheme? We understand that, in
phase 3 of the scheme, at least 50 per cent of the allowances and 15 per cent of the aviation
121324 OCTOBER 2012 1214 allowances will be auctioned, and that the go-ahead for that
may well occur towards the end of this year. It is expected that-subject to EU approval-the
allowances will be auctioned in November and December, and the UK can expect to auction
approximately 7 million aviation allowances. Perhaps the minister could find out for us
whether there is any knock-on income for Scotland through the Barnett formula, because I
believe that the moneys from sLlch allowances have in the past gone into the consolidated
fund.

There are no Barnett consequentials from the sale of EU ETS allowances. SG and Treasury
agreed that the revenue implications of the ETS formed part of the UK Government's
reserved economic policy; this was formally established in the Finance Act 2007. Mr
Swinney accepted this was satisfactory on the understanding that Treasury consult with
Scottish Ministers on a number of aspects of auctioning given its impact on the wider
functioning of the scheme. This was agreed and covered by an Auctioning Protocol in 2007.

I hope that this answers your queries fully.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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